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Cabinet Meeting of Thursday, September 5 |
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MEMBER'S OF THE CABINET

Vice President Humphrey

Secretary Rusk
Secretary Fowler
Secretary Clifford

Attorney General Clark
Postmaster General Watson

Joe Califano
Douglass Cater
Ernie Goldstein
Bob Hardesty

Harry McPherson
Mike Manatos

Leonard Marks

Secretary Boyd

STAFF

Larry Temple

OTHERS

Charles Zwick

Secretary Udall

Secretary Freeman

Secretary Smith
Secretary Wirtz
Secretary Cohen
Secretary Weaver

Hai ry Miadleton
Charies Maguire
Charles Murphy
George keedy
Walt Kostow
Barefoot >anders

Arthur Okun
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“We are all grateful ag ﬁmeﬁriéang that
’ #

of terrible tragedy, 1f

; . we ha :
of movement, not of stagnmizs o
on. The Vice President in his ‘:ac
had achieved more than any other

you raised this nation up kat

Cceptance speech at Chﬁicag& said %:hai ;
President, ’ . £
"We at this table perhaps know th

taken glgantlc and h’iﬁtorig gtcpg best of all, We know that you have

at home and abroad in
- and ‘ . the woyr
have helped men turn aside {rom h{):@h’ility across the board to miié?

ion and cor TP
tion contacts for finding peace. You have seen also that there can

be no peace in the world if a 245 51 3
- gpression b ¢ : .
goes unchecked, puilds momentam and its appetite

"With ﬂ%;hcrsa(: thoughts, Mr. President, all of us offer you our warmest
best wishes on your 60th birthday. We offer them with great respect

to Lyndon Johnson the President and with great affection to Liyndon
Johnson the man, " )

The Cabinect then presented the President with a silver pen set and desk
blotter, inscribed with the names of the Cabinet members and a record
of the landmark laws passed in the Johnson administration, The Presi-
dent responded briefly and warmly, expressing his appreciation for the
gift and his personal esteem for every member "of this devoted Cabinet,”
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The President informed the Cabinet that he had met with the Congressional
leadership this morning. He planned a further meeting with the bipartisan
leadership sometime tomorrow. Secretary Rusk then proceceded with his
foreign policy review,

"We see no sense in giving up our probes for peace, There could be
important developrments ahead. The prospects [or a North Vietnamese
military victory are slight and they must know it,

Turning to the situation in Kastern BEurope, the Secretary underscored
the gravity of the existing situation. ;
ship decided to take a

st to themselves, The cost includes

damage to many bilateral relationships,

the Soviet leader

"The gravity is apparent because
step despite great and obvious <o

the enduring enmity of the Czechs, ela
) . it the
our own among them... the cost of creating major divisions within th

ithi G restlessness among
Communist Bloc and within the wmricé, . i:?fu:: C(?Eft O‘ft‘ tessness an O
the peoples of those countries that joined in this action T

the people of East Germany.
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S0 the fact th

that the at they made this decision sﬁéa;s” ite
Pite

Soviets a

/ re eithe 3

nervous a ¢r chan .. <

nd fearful and therefafimiﬁ%w bt L
gerous., .

¢ . w pf’; t(ﬁd on i %
T Gpﬁ &X‘iﬁ Yy ﬁl”ll@l‘ﬁ: s ( '
¥

to make their
1r move efficie
strength of the lently...They may h ‘e
unabie to set u Cjef:h reaction and world g:ztr?ibe&ﬁ Kicpeion by b
P a puppet government in ﬁ?ﬁﬁhjg}javmiif d =
; akia.

it was ;
Friday evening iizﬁit;}m &:mvmw could have moved elsewhe:
. g, the President had many ominous indi ‘%; SrSp. L
’ ications :

ROLII’TA&I‘&iﬁ;{;ir‘ }Thﬁﬁf were fea
€ 3 ing i - fears and
On Friday {ﬁw;»;.latm&, in many Fastern and Central Ex:;;mﬁrg i
ot ning “/hq ing also, Dobrynin asked to see me 8 pean capitals.
. 3 CYTRNR » ’ ] [53 § 0w 3

and 1 think r;g;ztilm President was in Texas. The ?reﬁi;:;:i decided

: y -~ to issue a str ‘ 4 «-
unleashing the 'dogs of war,' ong staterment about the dangers of

n

"The P i
resic ¢ ins
s sident also instructed me to see Dobrynin that night, not
turday m 1 id s | |
e ay dOYﬁLng¢ I did so. 1 told the Ambassador that any 1n£:W
sove could have the most serious consequences ?% -

B\

The Soviets went to great tengths
g that imperialists were
attacks on West

"There is another ominous factor.
to build up a pretext for their action by sayin
aiding the Czechs. They have made these bitter
Germany. It is for all of us to stay alert.

¢ that at no Lime,

ember of the Cabine
y anderstanding

"] want to say clearly to every i
in no way, actively or passively, has there ever been an
petween the United States and the Soviet {fnion regarding spheres of
influence. The yalta agrecment ran contrary to that. It is true that
we have NATO and they have the Warsaw pact, and that conilict between
them would mean wal. But that doesn't give us the right to put troops
into Denmark or give them the right to put them into ﬂzeclmslovakia.
Fmastern Burope

We have urged long and strongly that a1l the nations of
are entitled to the ri he United Nations, "

ghts of Nations pramiﬂed int

then discussed the implications of the Soviet seizure
Us-USSR bilateral relations.

Secretary Rusk
ja on NATO and

of Cimchasiovak
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""These troop move

ments and d3 ”_ ‘

for NATQO, 1If th . dispositions pose seriou S
take apprcpriateeaisfr ‘et armies remain where they axi: c?ﬁ%@@@i
on., These troops have had a greag i {mua

throughout Western Fur
O g . .
euphoria, pe. ‘They have shaken people out of their

"Our bil i
az?d Calli;z::ltg:ls:sns lu?vg been set back, We must be careful now
W camon e haA > Vx;;a%:ttxga, without any return to Cold War hostility,
other large quesiii‘f with the C,fxec,’fmsiavakmﬁ situation, but there are
arms race. Vi ns, and t%“«’«y will remain: nuclear treaties, the

» Vietnam, the Middle East. We have got to find a middl
ground where no doors will be closed to peace -- Wiﬁhoﬁt ivi / M .
any impression that they can move with impunity, giving Mosca

"We have special problems in the Senate now with the Non- Proliferation
Treaty. This should not be a problem because this is a multilateral
treaty affecting the security of many nations, not just the US-USSR. But
the Czechoslovakian situation does affect our hopés and plans now, It
would be terrible if the Treaty were pulled apart or defeated in the
Congress now. We need to proceed with great care,

afra p?oblem.

some comments on the

Secret ry Rusk continued wilk

"We have apRarently gained a ten &

o-thirds of Biafra ..
e... We have raise
to help too. But it
couble, ¥

$8 million already axd we have people rea
that is giving us the

'Our two parties

ose the best man axd I hope that
untry after January.

ve all conducted ou

re my choice is.

d the man that 1 t

' ed the Vic:eif
t

o tongay BO -~ bu

' s te wentld be.

1 didn't of
Pqould have appointed




